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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on Amendment filed on 7/29/2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 44 and 45 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Response to Remarks 

1. Applicant's Remarks filed on July 29, 2008 have been fully 
considered. Claims 1-43 have been cancelled. The new Claims 44 
and 45 are anticipated by a newly found prior art of Shoji et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,973,020). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an 

the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of 
this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

3. Claims 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Shoji et al. (U.S. Patent 6,973,020). 

4. Shoji teaches an information recording medium having all of 
the structures as recited in claims 44 and 45. For example, 
Shoji teaches the following: 

(a) with respect to Claim 44, the information recording 
medium 100 for having information recorded thereto according to 
a wobble formed (Fig. 4) thereon and according to one of a 



groove-recording system and a land-recording system and for 
having information reproduced therefrom (Fig. 4; groove tracks 
and land tracks are formed in a plurality of layers) , the 
information being recorded thereto and reproduced therefrom 
using an incident laser beam (Figs. 5 and 6; step S602), the 
information recording medium comprising: land track 201, 301 
(Fig. 4) configured to have information recorded thereto; and a 
groove track 202, 302 (Fig. 4) located adjacent to the land 
track and closer to the incident laser beam than the land track 
and configured to have information recorded thereto (Fig. 1; 
laser light beam is irradiated from under the medium 100 and 
land tracks are higher than groove tracks) , wherein, when 
information is recorded to a recording track, being one of the 
land track and the groove track, the information is recorded 
according to a wobble formed on the recording track (Fig. 4 ; 
tracks are wobbling shape) , wherein, when the information is 
recorded onto the recording track of the information recording 
medium 100 according to the groove-recording system, a physical 
direction toward which the wobble formed on the recording track 
202 starts a first wobble deviation is a mirror reverse of a 
situation when the information is recorded onto the recording 
track 301 of the information recording medium according to the 
land-recording system (Fig. 4; tracks 202 and 301 are mirror 



image of each others) , wherein, when the information is recorded 
onto the recording track of the information recording medium 
according to the land recording system 301, the physical 
direction toward which the wobble formed on the recording track 
starts the first wobble deviation is a mirror reverse of a 
situation when the information is recorded onto the recording 
track 202 of the information recording medium according to the 
groove-recording system (Fig. 4; tracks 202 and 301 are mirror 
image of each others), and wherein a polarity of a wobble signal 
representing the wobble formed on the recording track of the 
information recording medium according to the groove-recording 
system 202 is identical to a polarity of a wobble signal 
representing the wobble formed on the recording track 301 of the 
information recording medium according to the land-recording 
system (Fig. 5; wobble polarities at the start position of 
either groove track or land track are the same; column 10, lines 
49-61) . 

(b) with respect to Claim 45, the information is 
reproduced from the groove track 202, 201 by tracking on the 
groove track when the information is recorded to the information 
recording medium according to the groove-recording system, and 
wherein the information is reproduced from the land track 201, 
301 by tracking on the land track when the information is 
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recorded to the information recording medium according to the 
land- recording system (Figs 4 and 5) . 



Related Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Miyamoto (6,690,641) is pertinent because Miyamoto teaches 
an optical disc having land and groove tracks. 

Minamino et al . (6,577,590) is pertinent because Minamino 
teaches an optical disc having land and groove tracks. 



6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communication from the examiner should be directed to Kim CHU 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7585 between 9:30 am to 6:00 
pm, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Hoa Nguyen, can be 
reached on (571) 272-7579. 

The fax number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished application is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see hutp :/ /pair -direct: . uspto , gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9191 (toll free) . 



/Kim-Kwok CHU/ 
Examiner AU2627 
November 24, 2008 
(571) 272-7585 
/HOA T NGUYEN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



